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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8-10, 12, 14-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by WO 01/30505. Regarding claims 1,4,5 and 9, WO ('505) 
discloses a flexible chamber ("bag set 20", page 3, line 25) comprising a first side 
(corresponding to 71 , see Figs. 1 , 3 and 4) and second side (the opposite end) and 
having an expandable wall, wherein a first end of the expandable wall is attached to a 
circumference of the first side of the flexible chamber and a second end of the 
expandable wall is attached to a circumference of the second side of the flexible 
chamber, wherein the expandable wall includes at least one pair of corresponding 
connected partitions, including first and second partitions attached to the first and 
second sides (see Figs. 1, 3 and 4). Regarding claims 2 and 10, an axial opening is in 
the first side (see Fig. 3; page 3, lines 25-26). Regarding claims 6, 8,12 and 14, the 
expandable chamber has an accordion wall (see Fig. 3). Regarding claims 15 and 16, 
the flexible chamber is capable of being centrifuged and expressing fluid (see page 3, 
lines 21-26). Regarding claims 17 and 18, a plurality of flexible chambers are disclosed 
(See Fig. 3). Regarding claim 20, WO ('505) discloses an apparatus comprising a 
continuous flow centrifuge (see page 1 lines 7 and 8) and a flexible chamber ("bag set 
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20", page 3, line 25) comprising a first side (corresponding to 71, see Figs. 1, 3 and 4) 
and second side (the opposite end) and having an expandable wall, wherein a first end 
of the expandable wall is attached to a circumference of the first side of the flexible 
chamber and a second end of the expandable wall is attached to a circumference of the 
second side of the flexible chamber, wherein the expandable wall includes at least one 
pair of corresponding connected partitions, including first and second partitions attached 
to the first and second sides (see Figs. 1 , 3 and 4). 

3. Claims 1-6, 8-12 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by WO 02/28451 . WO ('451) discloses a continuous flow centrifuge (see 
page 2, lines 5-6) including a plurality of flexible chambers (pluralities of 10 and/or 50 
and sets thereof), each first and second sides with axial openings at both sides and an 
expandable wall (see page 6 line 2 to page 7 line 8), wherein a first and of the 
expandable wall is attached to a circumference of the first side of the flexible chamber 
and a second end of the expandable wall is attached to a circumference of the second 
side of the flexible chamber, wherein the expandable wall includes at least one pair of 
corresponding connected partitions, including first and second partitions attached to the 
first and second sides (see Figs 3 and 7). 

4. Claims 1-6, 8-12 and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hasselquist (US 2,686,006). Hasselquist ('006) discloses an apparatus 
comprising a flexible chamber comprising a first side (24) having a an axial opening (22) 
and a second side (26) having an axial opening (27) and having an expandable wall 
(10), wherein a first end of the expandable wall is attached to a circumference of the 
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first side of the flexible chamber and a second end of the expandable wall is attached to 
a circumference of the second side of the chamber, wherein the expandable wall 
includes at least one pair of corresponding connected partitions (1 1 and/or 15), 
including first and second partitions attached to the first and second sides (see Fig. 2). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant does not contest that WO 02/28451 discloses the claimed invention(s). 
Instead, applicant falsely states that "The instant application claims priority to U. S.S.N. 
09/970,547". To the contrary, the instant application does not claim priority to any 
application. Applicant also falsely states that "Application 09/970,547 is the U.S. 
national phase application of the '451 application". However, 09/970,547 was not filed 
under section 371 and is not the national stage of any international application. 

6. Applicant fails to point out any structural difference between the invention(s) of 
claims 1-6, 8-12 and 14-18 and the structure of Hasselquist (US 2,686,006). While 
applicant discusses an intended use of the apparatus invention, "recitation with respect 
to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not 
differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus" Ex parte Masham, 2 
USPQ2d 1647 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1987). Also, "the manner or method in which 
such machine is to be utilized is not germane to the issue of patentability of the machine 
itself In re Casey, 152 USPQ 235 (CCPA 1967). 

7. Figs. 1 , 3 and 4 of WO 01/30505 clearly show partitions in accordance with 
claims 1 , 2, 4-6, 8-10, 12, 14-18 and 20. 
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Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David L. Sorkin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 148. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 -5:30 Mon.-FrL 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L. Walker can be reached on 571-272-1 1 51 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



David L. SorRin 
Primary Examiner 
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